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. COMMUNICATION TO USPTO 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sin 

Please note that the Amendment as filed with the USPTO on December 19, 2005 has 
a minor typographical error on Page 8 (corrected Page 8 is attached). Applicant is hereby 
enclosing a corrected Page 8 of the Amendment, showing the error in strikeout, and the 
correction in underline. At the point noted on Page 8, please change "102(e)" to read 
"I02(b)*\ 

Applicant believes that no fees are due in the filing of this Communication. 
However, if any fees are due, please charge such fees or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account 
No. 50-0805 (Order No. JLINP171/TLO . 
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MARTINE PEMLLA & GENCARELLA, LLP 
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Appl. No. 10/698,893 x A " * 

Amdt. dated December 19, 2005 

Reply to Office action of September 22, 2005 

Verdegaal Bros. V. Union Oil Co. of California, 814 F.2d 628, 631, 2 USPQ2d 1051, 
l053(Fed. Cir. 1987). "The identical invention must be shown In as complete detail as 
is contained in the ...claim." Richardson v. Suzuki Motor Co., 868 F.2d 1226, 1236, 9 
USPQ2d 1913, 1920 (Fed, Cir. 1989). (MPEP 2131) 

As defined by the amended claim 1, an overvoltage protective device in parallel 
connection with a direct-current (DC) motor includes a voltage-dividing circuit and a control 
unit. The voltage-dividing circuit has one end electrically connected to an input voltage of 
the DC motor, arid the other end thereof connected to ground. The control unit is in parallel 
connection with one part of the voltage-dividing circuit, and for accessing a voltage level of 
the part of the voltage-dividing circuit to further drive the DC motor, wherein when a voltage 
level of the part is larger than a reference voltage, the control unit stops driving the DC 
motor. That is, the control unit decides whether or not to drive the DC motor by Apposing 
the voltage level of the part of the voltage-dividing circuit so as to protect DC motor, 

However, Tabata discloses an overvoltage-protective device for protecting a 
switching element, rather than a DC motor. In particular, Tabata discloses that "the gate (7) 
of transistor (4) is applied with die voltage (V2) obtained by dividing the voltage (VI) 
applied to the switching element (S), which is a device to be protected, by the voltage- 
dividing resistors 8 and 9, so that a current path for bypassing the switching element (S) to 
be protected is defined across the terminals (Tl) and (T2) upon conduction of the transistor 
(4)/' See FIG 4 and col. 3, lines 52-59 of Tabata. Moreover, Tabata is silent about whether 
the transistor (4) could drive the DC motor (A) or not. Accordingly, the control unit, as 
recited in the amended claim 1, would not be anticipated by the transistor (4). 

Since Tabata fails to anticipate an identical invention as contained in the amended 
claim 1, the novel features of the amended claim 1 produces new and unexpected results and 
hence are unobvious and patentable over Tabata. 

In addition, insofar claims 3-5 depend from claim 1, these claims add further 
limitations thereto. Thus, claims 3-5 of the present application are also novel and 
unobvious over Tabata. 

'With respect to paragraph 5 of the Office Action, claims 1, 5, 6 and 7-8 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by Xi (US 6,879,120). For the record, the 
Office is noticed that reference Xi (US 6,879,120) was improperly identified as a section 
102(o) iQ2ft)> reference. This response will assume Xi is section 102(e) art, and the 
Examiner is requested to make a note of the same. 

Of rejected claims, only claims 1 and 7 are independent. 

Claim 1 has amended to include the features of claim 2, which is not anticipated by 
Attorney Docket No. JLINP171/TLC 8 
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